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‣ Second level
• Detroit-based since 2015

• 5+ years with DPSCD

• Joined Reconnect in April 2021

‣ Reconnectors at WCCCD

Sean Henry
Student Navigator, Michigan Reconnect

Let’s Connect

• Email: 
HenryS11@michigan.gov

• Phone:
(248) 302-2637
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✔ Close the skills gap – 
best jobs require more than 
high school

✔ Increase opportunity – 
better paychecks; a more 
equitable economy

✔ Make Michigan more 
competitive – for inclusive 
economic growth

 

Sixtyby30.org
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• Part of a vision of post-secondary success for all

• Increase adult educational attainment to meet 
State’s 60x30 goal

• Close Michigan’s skills gap

• Provide individual opportunities for Michiganders 
to follow dreams, find better jobs

• Increase community college enrollment, especially 
in the pandemic

Goals & Purpose
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‣ Second level

• Tuition-free access to local community colleges for 
adults (in-district tuition rate at all public community 
colleges and tribal colleges)

• Last-dollar funds—Pell and TIP awarded first

• Must be pursuing Pell-eligible associate degree 
or occupational skills certificate

Benefits & Eligibility
To be eligible:

• Michigan resident for 
previous year

• Have a high school 
diploma, GED or 
equivalent

• At least 25 years of age

• Have not earned a 
college degree
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Reconnect Coverage

After taking account of any federal Pell grants or State tuition-restricted scholarships, 
Reconnect will ensure that the following items will be free on the semester bill from the 
community college:

✔ Tuition (in-district)
✔ Mandatory fees (fees charged to all students)
✔ Contact hours (extra charges for certain courses) 

Costs Reconnect does not cover include:
• Non-mandatory fees (course-specific fees, like lab fees, distance learning fees, etc.)
• Athletic fees
• Parking fees
• Indirect costs (books, technology, transportation, etc.)
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Applying & 
Receiving the Award
• Apply online: Michigan.gov/Reconnect

1. Apply and be admitted to 
community college

2. Submit a federal aid application 
(FAFSA)

3. Enroll in classes at least 
half-time (6 credits) towards 
associate degree or certificate 
program

• Resources:
‣ Check Your Application Status
‣ College Checklist
‣ Frequently Asked Questions

https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_104487---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102971---,00.html


11

Resources on 
Reconnect Website
• Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs)

• Veterans and Service 
Members

• Already Accepted? Keep 
Going – College Checklist

https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102971---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102975---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102975---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102970---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect/0,9968,7-417-102946_102970---,00.html


Support from Navigators
• Linked to a Navigator based on school selection. 

Help with the following and more:

‣ College-going process (admissions documents, 
financial aid requirements, etc.)

‣ Explore degree plans

‣ Identify in-demand jobs

‣ Connect with community resources and services 
to support with childcare, transportation, and 
other financial needs

‣ Support community college staff

• Navigators work closely with Navigator liaisons at 
each community college, Michigan Works!, and other 
community partners



• Each navigator can 
schedule meetings 
throughout the week 
including evenings and 
some weekends

• Contact information 
available on our website

• Currently hosting FAFSA 
completion session every 
Wednesday at 5 p.m.
bit.ly/ReconnectFAFSAHelp

https://bit.ly/ReconnectFAFSAHelp


Reconnect + Futures for 
Frontliners Applicants in Metro 
Detroit (as of 4.6.2022)

Each Navigator proactively reaches 
out to Reconnect applicants within 
two weeks after they apply to the 
scholarship.  

• 11,164 Reconnectors
• 2,503 have responded
• ~22.4%* response rate

* including applicants who were already enrolled 
at the time of their application

My caseload (WCCCD applicants) 
as of 3.25.2022:
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93,689 applications
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Statewide Applicant Data (as of 4.1.2022)

Gender

Race/Ethnicity

Age
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Additional Critical Supports

• Tuition costs are not the only barrier to 
college access and completion.

• Plans to use money for to supplement 
wraparound services to address these 
barriers. 

• Constantly working to identify partners in 
our regions that provide services in these 
areas to help Reconnectors persist and 
complete their education.

Housing 
and food

Childcare

TransportationBooks and 
supplies



Questions?


