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Before we begin…

• Now is a good time to take out a pen and paper in case you 
would like to take notes on this presentation or write down any 
questions that you may have.

•Please send all questions, comments, and 
concerns, to collegeadvisingquestions@gmail.com
during this presentation and after.

mailto:collegeadvisingquestions@gmail.com


Available resources 

This webinar will be made available at 
https://www.detroitcan.org/seniors



Information about me.
• My name is Christina. 
• I am from Detroit, MI and graduated from Detroit School of Arts.
• I earned two Bachelor’s of Arts in Anthropology and African American 

Studies.
• For two years I was a college counselor in Lansing, MI, specializing in 

helping high school students go to college.
• I am currently working for the Detroit Regional Chamber in their initiative 

to support and encourage more Detroiters to pursue their education 
beyond high school.



In this presentation we will be learning the most 
important basics of what the FAFSA is and why it is 
important that YOU complete one.

Questions that this presentation will answer:

What is the FAFSA?
Why is it important that you (student) complete and 
submit a FAFSA?
How do you complete the FAFSA?

FAFSA (FREE Application for Federal Student Aid)



Ready? Let’s 
get started!



What is the FAFSA? 
• The FAFSA is an acronym for the FREE Application for Federal 

Student Aid.
• That means that the FAFSA is an application created by the U.S. 

federal government for people in the U.S. to fill out and get 
money to help them continue their education beyond high 
school.



•That’s right! 
Money for you to 
continue your 
EDUCATION!



Facts to remember:
• The FAFSA is a FREE application.
•We put the emphasis on FREE because it’s important to 

remember that it costs not one penny to complete the FAFSA.
• If you find any websites that try and make you pay to complete 

your FAFSA, close that tab immediately! It’s a scam!
• The website to complete your FAFSA may be found at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov



Question #2: Why is it important to complete the FAFSA?
• It is important that YOU complete the FAFSA because it is the best 

resource available to afford the costs of college.
• When you complete your FAFSA, you give yourself chance to go to 

college for almost FREE.
• Many students at the completion of their FAFSA are eligible for $5000-

$6000, and sometimes more.



How do I complete the FAFSA? 
• The first step in completing the FAFSA is getting a hold of 

some important documents.
• Your parent or guardian should know where these 

documents are.



#1 Your Social Security Number or SSN

• You MUST have a Social 
Security Number to complete 
the FAFSA.
• You must also have your 
parent/guardian’s Social 
Security Number (SSN)



In the case that you were born outside of the U.S.
• If you are an immigrant, you may have a greencard. This ID has you’re A 

number, or alien ID number. 
• You will be needing your greencard and you’re a number to complete 

your FAFSA. 



If your 
parents/guardian 

works and files 
taxes, you will be 
needing them to 
complete your 

FAFSA.

#3 IRS Tax Returns



A VALID email address

• It is HIGHLY recommended that you use either a gmail
or yahoo email to complete your FAFSA.



If you are currently in Foster Care
• If you are currently in Foster Care, that means that you 

have not been adopted. You do not need IRS Tax Returns 
to file your FAFSA.
•All you need is your Social Security Number.
•And your Greencard IF you have one.
• You will be filing your FAFSA as an Independent student.



If you are currently homeless.
• If you or your family is homeless, IRS Tax Returns from your 

parent are not necessary to complete your FAFSA.
• You will be considered an independent student while filing your 

FAFSA.
•When the FAFSA asks for a home address, put down your 

school’s address so that any information that must be mailed to 
you will come to the school.



#5 Patience 



Take your time.
• It is important that while you are completing the FAFSA that you are 

taking your time to give accurate information.
• You will be asked for your name, address, Social Security Number, and 

other important information.
• If you make mistakes on your FAFSA, you will have to make corrections. 
• Making corrections to your FAFSA is a mostly easy process, HOWEVER 

the more mistakes you make, the longer it will take for your FAFSA to be 
processed. 



Before you begin your FAFSA, you must create a FSA ID.
• What is an FSA ID???
• An FSA ID stands for Federal Student Aid ID.
• Your FSA ID is used as an electronic signature to sign off on your FAFSA 

before is submitted.
• You will be needing your SSN or Social Security Number to create your 

FSA ID. 
• Go to https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm to create your FSA ID.
• If you already have an FSA ID, awesome!

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm


Here is what 
the FSA ID 
page looks 
like.



This is where you will be creating your FSA ID.



Submitting the FAFSA
•Be sure that when you get to the end of the FAFSA that 

you have created an FSA ID for yourself and your parent.
• If you have not created an FSA ID, you will have to print 

out a signature page. Sign, and mail that page to Federal 
Student Aid. 



The Importance of Checking your Email

•YOU MUST CONSTANLY CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR 
UPDATES CONCERNING YOUR FAFSA



Let’s look at a FAFSA application.
• The FAFSA demo that we are about to look at together, is 

an accurate example of EXACTLY what the FAFSA looks 
like.
•Please follow along so that you will be more confident 

and prepared to do your own FAFSA. 
•https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fafsa/#/LOGIN?locale=en_US



Frequently Asked Questions

•It’s April. Is it too late to do my FAFSA?
•What if I can’t find my parent’s tax 
returns?
•I’m scared to start my FAFSA. It seems 
hard. What do I do?



Thank you, for joining us today!

•Please let us know if you have any questions 
about today’s presentation at 
collegeadvisingquestions@gmail.com. 

mailto:collegeadvisingquestions@gmail.com


And one more thing!

•Schedule an adviser for a one-on-one 
Zoom session
https://calendly.com/detroitcan/studentadvising
•This presentation and additional 
resources will be available to you online 
at:
https://www.detroitcan.org/seniors

https://calendly.com/detroitcan/studentadvising
https://www.detroitcan.org/seniors



